2                                                  COTTON
and weaving cotton fabrics have been practised from
remote antiquity. In Bengal were produced, over 1,600
years ago, cotton fabrics that were famed all over the
world for their fineness. The muslins woven in Dacca
were so fine in texture that they were thought to be the
work of fairies or insects. The yarn was spun by hand
from locally grown cotton and woven into cloth on
native hand-looms. It is a remarkable fact that no
machine-made muslin has ever equalled the Dacca muslin
for fineness.
Almost four centuries before the Christian era we are
told that the ordinary wear of the Indians was cotton
cloths. Strabo speaks of their flowered cottons or chintzes,
and of the lustre and vivid quality of the dyes with which
they figured their cloths. He also mentions the capacious
"sagum" as "a garment open, in the middle, which
descended nearly to the knees."
All over the East cloth fabrication, was among the
oldest of all arts, and in America it is said that the
arts of spinning and weaving were carried on by the
earliest settlers, who found the cotton and indigo plants
indigenous.
The first record of cotton cloths among the argosies of
the East is in The Cimimnavigation of the Erythrcean Sea,
in which Arrian, an Egyptian Greek, refers to the Arab
traders bringing Indian cottons to Aduli, a port on the
Red Sea. Ports .beyond the Red Sea had an established
trade in calicoes, muslins, and other cottons, both plain
and bearing floral ornamentation.
The ancient Britons and Gauls excelled in the art of
dyeing cloth. Pliny names many herbs used for this
purpose, and states that they obtained purple, scarlet, and
other colours from them., The favourite colour of the early
Britons appears to have been blue, produced from the
woad. Their dress consisted of a close coat or cloak
shaped like a tunic, and is described as checkered with
various colours. It was open in front and had long sleeves.
Below this they wore loose, trouser-like garments called